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India waited after the war for a change of heart on the part of the
British Government. Instead she received the Rowlatt Act. The
people as a whole resented it. In April 1919 innocent unarmed people
were massacred in Amritsar by General Dyer. This outrage wounded
India's pride and she rose in revolt against foreign domination. If at
Plassey the foundations of British domination were laid, at Amritsar
they were shaken. Gandhi said that Jallianwala Bagh was only the
beginning: "We must be prepared to contemplate with equanimity
not a thousand murders of innocent men and women, but many
thousands before we attain a status in the world that shall not be
surpassed by any nation. We hope, therefore, that all concerned will
take rather than lose heart and treat hanging as an ordinary affair
of life."
In December the Congress was held at Amritsar. No decision was
arrived at by this Congress because the result of the inquiries regarding
the Punjab atrocities was awaited. There was Tilak, the courageous
hero and idol of the people, attending his last Congress. There was
Gandhi who was soon to lead the country to heroic heights.
In May 1920 the findings of the Hunter Committee were pub-
lished. Before the results of the investigation could be released, the
Government passed an Indemnity Act to protect officials.
Gandhi was profoundly shocked. On August i, 1920 he gave the
signal for the campaign with his famous letter to the Viceroy: "I
can retain neither respect nor affection for a government which has
been moving from wrong to wrong in order to defend its immoral-
ity." On the eve of the launching of satyagraha, Tilak passed away
and Gandhi movingly said: "My strongest bulwark is gone."
Lakhs of people of all communities in Bombay participated in the
funeral procession of Lokamanya Tilak. Everyone shed tears of
sorrow and affection and there was one question in the minds of all:
"Who will take Tilak's place?"